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CAN MATHEMATICS HELP US TACKLE 
PANDEMICS, CLIMATE CHANGE, ECONOMIC 
INEQUALITY AND OTHER PRESSING ISSUES?"
Nearly 20 years ago Vladimir Arnold, speaking about 
the teaching of Mathematics, declared that1

1 Arnold, V. I., On the teaching of mathematics. (Russian) Uspekhi Mat. Nauk 53 (1998), no. 1(319), 229– 234; translation in Russian Math. Surveys 53 (1998), no. 1, 229–236 (preprint version available here)
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"If mathematicians do not come to their senses, then the consumers who 
preserved a need in a modern, in the best meaning of the word, mathematical 
theory as well as the immunity (characteristic of any sensible person) to 
the useless axiomatic chatter will in the end turn down the services of the 
undereducated scholastics in both the schools and the universities. 
A teacher of mathematics, who has not got to grips with at least some of 
the volumes of the course by Landau and Lifshitz, will then become a 
relict like the one nowadays who does not know the difference  
between an open and a closed set."

How could we improve math teaching in order to bring benefits 
to the whole society and improve everybody's life conditions? 
Is it possible?
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